
Archbishop ofWales to retire in May
The Archbishop ofWales, John Davies, is to retire in May after four years as leader of the Church in
Wales.
Archbishop John, who will shortly celebrate his 68th birthday, has also served as Bishop of Swansea and
Brecon for the past 13 years. The 13th Archbishop ofWales, he was also the first Bishop of Swansea and
Brecon to be elected as Archbishop. He will retire from both roles on May 2.
During his tenure as Archbishop, John Davies led the Church inWales as it reached its centenary last
year and also as it faced one of its toughest challenges in responding to the coronavirus pandemic.
The Archbishop of Canterbury and leader of the Anglican Communion, JustinWelby, paid tribute to his
wisdom and skill, describing him as a “valued colleague”.
Announcing his retirement, Archbishop John, said, “Leadership is both a privilege and a challenge.
During my time as both Bishop and Archbishop I have tried to exercise the first and face the second
with vision, courage and patience, always hoping to make the Church better equipped, better
understood, less mysterious and more welcoming. In the current exceptionally trying circumstances, I
have been immensely impressed with the compassion, imagination and innovation with which so many
have responded, succeeding in making the Church more accessible and, dare I say, relevant.
At all stages of myministry, I have been fortunate to have the support of many valued lay and
ordained colleagues, from both within and outside the Church, and a wonderfully loving and
understanding family.
I thank all of them for that support, without which, the task would have been all but impossible.”

Archbishop John has been profoundly interested in matters of social justice, speaking out on a range of
issues, including homelessness and housing, rural problems, assisted dying, organ donation and
poverty. He has been chair of Housing Justice Cymru since it was launched in 2016, and has served as a
trustee of Christian Aid, chairing itsWales National Committee for almost nine years from 2010.
At the same time, he has focused on the need for the Church inWales to refresh its vision, its image
and purpose, to embrace change and, through doing so, to aim for growth. He has urged members to
be more ambitious and courageous in evangelism and he oversaw the launch of a major
£10m Evangelism Fund for projects aimed at achieving better engagement with and fuller
understanding of Christian life and the Christian Gospel.

Journey of ministry
Originally from Newport, Archbishop John has led the Church inWales since the retirement of Dr Barry
Morgan in January 2017, first as its senior bishop, and then as Archbishop, following his election in
September of the same year.
He began his training for ministry following a career in the legal profession. After graduating in law
from the University of Southampton, he was admitted as a solicitor in 1977, specialising in criminal law.
He was heavily involved in the life of the church at parochial, diocesan and provincial level and
eventually left the law for ministry and was ordained in 1984. After ordination, he completed a Master’s
degree in Canon Law.
Archbishop John served in the Diocese of Monmouth in a variety of rural, post-industrial and urban
parishes, and he also served as Diocesan Schools’ Officer and Officer for Ecumenical Affairs. He was
appointed Dean of Brecon in 2000, and during eight years in that role oversaw significant
improvements to the fabric and liturgy of the Cathedral. He was elected as the ninth Bishop of Swansea
and Brecon in 2008.
He retained a keen interest in issues of crime and punishment, with a particular concern about the
treatment and rehabilitation of offenders, the nature of criminality and the effects of poor social and
educational standards. Having served as the chairman of the trustees of a large hospice in Newport, he
also has a deep concern for the just provision of healthcare, not least for those in the final stages of life.
A former church chorister, organist and choirmaster, Archbishop John has a passionate interest in
church music. He is married to Jo, a nurse, and has recently become a grandfather.


